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NEWSLETTER OF ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH   
January 2011 

DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 

January Supplement features  
photos from the: 

 

Youth Baby Sitting 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ¢Ŝŀ 

Scandinavian Dinner 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

Worship at Advent: 
  

Sunday, 8:00 & 11:00 AM 
Worship 

with Holy Communion 
 

Wednesday, 7:00 PM 
Contemporary Worship 
with Holy Communion 

 

Call 966-7242 
for more Information 

January 23rd at 9:00 am 

Music and Conversation 

January 30th at Noon 
POT LUCK & PLANNING 

Pastor Jim Goldsmith to lead 
discussion on History & Vision 

COMING IN JANUARY 

January 30, 2011 is 
WELCA  

Thank Offering Sunday 
 

Our Guest Preacher 
Is 

Rev. Trudy Franzen,  
ELCA Pastor 

http://adventcitrusheights.org/
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There are many things that I have been surprised by during my time as a pas-
tor. One of the most memorable was my first Christmas Eve candlelight service. 
Worship leaders really do have the best seat in the house ς  
watching the candles light, one by one, gradually lighting the room, and most 
beautifully, the individual faces of the people. It truly is one of the most moving 
experiences of my ministry ς ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ  
moving. 

 
In the Northern Hemisphere, Christmas arrives at the darkest time of the year. The 
nights are just beginning to shorten again, but cooler weather and limited daylight 
make the light of the candles signify the warmth and light that is so needed in 
ǘƘƻǎŜ άōƭŜŀƪ ƳƛŘǿƛƴǘŜǊέ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ 
 
On Christmas morning, we also proclaim the Jesus, the Word, is the light that 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There is much dark-
ness in the world that could easily overcome the flickering light of a small candle ς 
crime, selfishness, illness, death, despair, estrangement, loneliness ς especially in 

the holiday season these can become magnified and seem to overwhelm our lives. 
 
Christmas Eve, and that conglomeration of candles is another reminder that it 
is not one small candle in the darkness. Together the light of all of those can-
dles create a warmth and glow that is not easily extinguished. Just as we light 
our candles from one another on Christmas Eve, so our faith is strengthened 
by those in our community ς as we pray for each other, visit the lonely, feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, we pass the light on to others. When our light 
feels dim or dying, we have the community to rely on to nurture and  
encourage our flame until it grows strong and bright. 
 
hǳǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά[Ŝǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǘƘπ
ŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 
May those  
images of Christmas Eve encourage, sustain and enlighten your days and your 
nights throughout the year. 

 

 From  
 Associate Pastor Katy Grindberg . . .  

 
Thank You for the generosity of everyone for my Christmas gift this year. 
I am continually blown away by the giving spirit of everyone at Advent! 
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 When Bonhoeffer wrote these words, imprisoned in Nazi Germany and anticipating his death, his faith 
held strong and was emboldened by the Christmas message of the Incarnation of Christ and the  
extreme of God's love for him and all people.  Even in the torturous setting he was in, he could still  
celebrate this mystery. 
 
Every year, and this year is no different, I am amazed at the wonderful expressions of faith that are  
expressed in the Christmas cards and greetings that I receive.  Knowing the individuals and their family 
settings, how the kids have grown, who's doing what and what events happened in the year past,  
underscores our connectedness.  But, also in each setting comes the faith statement of celebrating the 
mystery of, "God with us!"  Whether saying, "Merry Christmas" or wishing for Peace and Joy in life, the 
mystery of Christ's birth comes through and the love of God for all. 
  
Recounting this past week of celebrating Christmas through the many wonderful ways Advent gave  
expression, the mystery of God's love was reflected.  Choirs singing, children depicting the story,  
candles held to the tune of, "Silent Night, Holy Night", the Eucharist shared, and Baptism received; the 
message still comes through in whatever setting.   
  
I pray for each of you to continue to find the ways to celebrate the mystery of Emmanuel, "God with us 
(all)", throughout this coming year! 
  
Thank you for the Christmas gift.  Your generosity is much appreciated and received with great  
thankfulness for the ministry we share in Christ. 
 
May we all experience a joyous New Year. 

Pastor Olsen  

"Behold, God become human, the unfathomable mystery of the love of 
God for the world.  God loves human beings.  God loves the world.   
 

Not an ideal human, but human beings as they are; not an ideal world, 
but the real world."    

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 



COUNCIL VOTES YES 
 by Pastor Olsen 

 

The Church Council at its meeting 
on November 11, unanimously   
approved a motion from the Youth 
Director Interview committee to  
hire Lindsey Burns as our Youth  
Director.  The committee was  
composed of Council members, a 
youth and the pastors.  On 
Wednesday evening, December 1,  
I made the announcement at 
Wednesday night STEPs. 
 

The appointment follows much  
discussion and prayer over several 
months.  Key to the discussion at 
Council was the importance of our 
Youth Ministry area.  A vibrant 
youth program with support from 
the congregation are essential in 
our overall ministry.   
 

Please be mindful that this addition 
means we support Lindsey with our 
prayers and efforts to assist her in 
this calling.  We also need to be 
diligent in our financial support for 
Advent's ministry as this increases 
our monthly expenditures. 
 

We are encouraged to welcome 
Lindsey and her family, remember 
with Thanksgiving what God has 
blest us with in the past, present 
and future of our Youth Ministry, 
and support our Youth and Lindsey 
in this exciting ministry. 
 

Welcome Lindsey and may God 
bless our ministry together! 

FROM YOUTH to 
YOUTH DIRECTOR 

 

by Beth Mora 
 

Lindsey grew up at Adventτ
Baptized, Confirmed and Married 
here.  Her parents are Tim and 
Dana Bennett. 
 
Growing up at Advent she                  
participated in our Youth programs 
under Youth Director, Nancy King. 
 
Lindsey also served as President of 
ǘƘŜ {ƛŜǊǊŀ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ {ȅƴƻŘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ     
Committee and as liaison to the 
Synod Council during High School. 
 
She graduated from UC Davis in 
2001.  
 
After graduation she went to work 
for a large corporation, where she 
has risen in the corporate ranks. 

INTRODUCING 
TRAVIS & LINDSEY 

BURNS 
 
At UC Davis Lindsey met 
Travis Burns while playing in 
the UC Davis Marching Band.  
They continue to participate 
in an Alumni Band. 
 
They also both got jobs   
driving the Double Decker 
City Buses during college. 
 
Lindsey and Travis were  
married at Advent seven 
years ago. 
 
Travis Burns is a Researcher 
ŀǘ {ƘǊƛƴŜǊΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ         
currently doing research on 
MS. 
 
Travis and Lindsey have two 
children, Reagan, age 3 and 
Ethan, 9 months. 
 
We look forward to Lindsey 
and Travis continuing as a 
part of our community. 
 
 

Travis with Ethan on Rally Day. 4 
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¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

Janet Werth 

SCRIPT 

Advent is now enrolled in three grocery 
store programs to financially help 
Advent.  You can participate painlessly 
ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ wŀƭŜȅΩǎκ.Ŝƭ !ƛǊΣ CƻƻŘ 
Maxx or Safeway.  Just show your card at 
check outτa percentage of your  purchase 
ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ 
checking account.  Sign up in the Narthex. 
 

Received through 11-31-10 
$464.32 

 

THANK YOU ALL! 

Charlotte Hemker-Smith 

 Total 2010/2011 Budget    $410,476.00 
 
 Budget Year to Date    $171,288.00 
 
 Actual Income: 
  July - November, 2010         $154,268.00 
 
 Actual Expenses: 
  July - November, 2010         $163,170.00 
 
 Benevolence not paid                           $    4,910.01 
 
 Benevolence Paid to Date    $    6,519.99 

Greetings from your Council!   
 
We hope you had a very Merry Christmas and wish you a healthy and happy New Year.   
It will be a very busy New Year here at Advent.  
 
We welcome our new Youth Director, Lindsay Burns, and look forward to continuing to 
support our youth and their activities.   

Our Congregational Conversations will continue, with the first scheduled for January 23, 2011, at 9:30am,  
following GRATSI at 9:00am.   We will report to you on our finances, an exciting new stewardship drive in the 
planning, and the Long Range Plan status, and look forward to your questions and comments.   
 
In January, we will also begin the all-congregation meetings on the Long Range Plan, beginning with a potluck 
lunch after the second service on January 30, 2011.   
 
Three all-congregation meetings are planned, and we are blessed to have Pastor Jim Goldsmith, now with the 
.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ CǊŜǎƴƻΣ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ  hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ р ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   L ǳǊƎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 
participate as much as you are able in these meetings, as we plan for our future.  See 
more information on page 6 of this newsletter. 
 
As we embark on a very busy and productive New Year, we have much to be thankful 

for at Advent ς our church family, our mission of outreach and support, both local and 

global, and our many blessings.  Your Council counts your support as our blessing.   

Thank you and Happy New Year!  



Long Range Plan 
Our current LRP, completed in 2001, was for 5 years.  It seemed 2010 was a good 
time to refresh our vision.   
 

We have completed gathering current demographic information on our area and 
have prepared a list of community leaders we will interview for their input  
beginning in January. 
 

Now we are looking for your input.  Three sessions are planned for January 30, 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нт ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘ нтΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǉƻǘ ƭǳŎƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ол ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
 

Please join us for fellowship and a fun exchange of ideas.  Pastor Jim Goldsmith 
will guide the discussion for all three sessions. 
 

Our goal is to have the final plan ready for your vote at the June Annual Meeting. 

Stewardship Campaign 
 

Stewardship Chairman, Jon Schedler has worked with Pastor Olsen to create a new Steward-
ship experience this year.  Beginning in March, Richard Huchingson, CFP and seminary  
graduate will lead 3 educational sessions during the Adult Sunday School hour 9:30 amτ10:30 
am on March 6, 13 and 20.  He is a recognized speaker and leader who gives classes in 
churches around the area.  You will be  inspired! 
 

Jon will facilitate a discussion on March 27th to kick off our pledge drive ending April 10th.  
tƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ нлмм-2012 budget 
discussions. 
 

Mark your calendar, plan to experience this opportunity!  Learn and grow in 
your faith with a new understanding of Stewardship. 

ά[LY9έ Advent on your 
Facebook page and be 
part of the discussion. 

Gifting and Receiving All Talents for Sunday Inspiration 
Join the fun as Christi Verity organizes our next talent show beginning at 9:00 am 
on Sunday, January 23rd. 

Congregational Conversation 
Back for a second year, our quarterly Congregational Conversation, will be Sunday, 
January 23rd beginning at 9:30 am.  Right after GRATSI, Council President,       
Charlotte Hemker-Smith will lead the discussion of current topics of interest.  The            
Finance Chair, Stewardship Chair and others will report and answer questions. 
 

Come join us! 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
 

Resumes January 5th  

7:00 pm  
Worship with Communion 

 

JOIN US  FOR: 
 

Dinner 
5.30 pm 

 

Educational Activities for 
pre-K to Adult 

6:15 pmτ7:00 pm 
 
 

PUT THE W.O.W. IN YOUR WEEK! 
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   W. O. W. 
 

          WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAY  

Lynn Gilbertson, Chaplain at Sutter 
Hospital-Roseville, led a combined 
Youth and Adult session on Organ  
Donation.  Lynn introduced Elsa Cortez, 
a representative from Golden State  
Donor Services.  Elsa showed a video 
on the subject and led a discussion to 
answer questions.  She recommended 
youth and parents discuss their wishes 
together. 
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Cornelia Chancellor 

ADULT ED 
 

Wednesdays:  6:15τ7:00 pm 
 

January 5th we will kick off our second semester classes with Pastor 
Olsen leading 2 sessions on Grace and Mercy.   
 
Continuing our focus on the Beatitudes, on January 19 and 26th 
Rachael Austin will lead a discussion on Faithful Living. She will focus 
on people whose lives exemplify the Beatitudes.  

 

Sundays:  9:30τ10:30 am 
 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƻŦ tŀǎǘƻǊ tŀǘǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
and send our best wishes for a speedy recovery! 
 
Beginning January 9th Beth Mora will lead a discussion on, 
ά/ƻƳǇŀǎǎΣ aŀǇ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅέΦ 
 

Join us for lively discussion. 

 

ADVENT BOOK CLUB 
 

Our next meeting will be held January 18, 2011.  The book selection is:  
 

January 18 - Ape House, Sara Gruen - Ape House stars humans and Bonobos (cousins of 

chimpanzees) in a novel that is part morality tale, part satire and, more than anything, a trib-
ute to Bonobos. The Bonobos are  being studied; they reveal their capability to reason and to 
carry on deep relationships. And, they communicate through American sign language. Ape 
House delivers great entertainment, plus opens the animal world to us in ways few novels 
have done before. Sara Gruen is a master storyteller whose book, ά²ŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 9ƭŜǇƘŀƴǘǎέ was 
listed on Advent Book Club's top ten favorite list. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 

Led by Cornelia Chancellor the committee meets on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7:00 
ǇƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ IŀƭƭΦ  !ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  /ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
and adult educational opportunities at Advent. 
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We hope to see you at these events ς YõAL are welcome! 

/IL[5w9bΩ{ /IwL{¢a!{ 
PROGRAM 
 

Thank you to all the Actors, 
Directors, Set Designers and 
Stage Managers who provided 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ      
Program on December 12th. 
 

See more photos in this 
months Newsletter                
Supplement. 
 

Photo by Margaret Munger 

Youth Babysitting  
 

Looks like everyone 
had fun!   
 

Check it out in this 
months Newsletter 
Supplement. 

January 2, 2011 
 

Youth at Advent Lutheran (Y'AL) 
will be hosting a Waffle Bar 

9:00 - 11:00 am 
in the Friendship Hall 

All money raised will go to support the youth 
attending the Western States Youth Gathering 

at Cal Lutheran in July.  
 

Please come and support the 
youth, enjoy some yummy waffles and enjoy 

some wonderful 
fellowship. 

January 2, 9-11:00am Y'AL Planning Meeting 

January 2, 1:00-2:00 in the Hanger Y'AL Gathering 

January 9, 1:00-3:00 in the Hanger  
Kick-Off for Souper Bowl of Caring on January 23 

Thank You Advent!!! 
 

The SPSYC had a very productive planning meeting 
this December. We were able to put together the 
entire agenda for our elementary retreat and we 
discussed what would be happening at the Region 
2 Cross Training event that will take place at Camp 
Yolijwa in January.  We could not have gotten all of 
this work done if it were not for your generosity. 
Thank you to everyone who brought in food, air 
mattresses, etc.  Everyone on the committee was 
very appreciative.  Advent really is "The Welcome 
Place." 
 

Dylan King 
Vice President, 
District B Rep for the SPSYC 



COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
 

Want to be part of our Worship?  Sign up 
to be a communion assistant.  No long 
term commitment or complex training  
involved!  Just sign up in the Narthex.  

GREETERS for GUESTS 
Advent is seeking people to sign up in the 
Narthex to assist Greeters in helping 
guests on Sunday mornings.  

THANK YOU 
 

To all who made the wonderful Choral Service once again, we say Thank You!  
 

Dave Wammer expressed a special thank you to those who set up and took down the staging! 

GREEN HYMNALS 
 

We will be phasing out the green hymnals 
and replacing them with the new cranberry 
colored hymnals.  If you would like a green 
hymnal, call the church office to reserve. 

DATE 8 am 11 am WOW Total 

11-28 89 81 79 249 

12-5 77 119 74 270 

12-12 98 145 85 328 

12-19 120 133 τ 253 

Worship Services 

Photo by Keith and Joyce Montag 
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It may be a secret but Lutherans have a lot of fun! 

One winter morning in Minneapolis a husband, Ole and wife. 
Lena were listening to the radio during breakfast. They heard the 
announcer say, "We are going to have 8 to 10 inches of snow  
today.  You must park your car on  the even-numbered side of 
the street, so the snowplows can get through."  So the good Lena 
went out and moved her car. A week later while they are eating 
breakfast again, the    radio announcer said, "We are expecting 
10 to 12 inches of snow today. You must park your car on the 
odd-numbered side of the street, so the snowplows can get 
through." Lena went out and moved her car again. 
 

The next week they are again having breakfast, when the radio 
announcer says, "We are expecting 12 to 14 inches of snow        
today. You must park...."   Then the power went out. Lena was 
very upset, and with a worried look on her face she said, "Honey, 
I don't know what to do. Which side of the street do I need to 
park on so the snowplows can get through?"  Ole replied,  "Why 
don't you just leave it in the garage this time?"  

ά/ƭŀǇǇƛƴƎ 
or  

Non-
/ƭŀǇǇƛƴƎΚέ 

What would we do 
without our 

Wing & A Prayer 
Band? 

 
Lutheran Band . . .  

http://
www.youtube.com/

watch?
v=k26nt3Y4cmg&feat

ure=related 
 

We love you Paul!  
And Tom, Jon, Jon, Ed, 

Jenny and Nicole! 
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