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NEWSLETTER OF ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH   
December 2011 

 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
5901 San Juan Ave. 

Citrus Heights, CA 95610 
Phone:  (916) 966-7242 

Fax: 916-965-2114 
Website:  www.adventcitrusheights.org 

E-mail: advent1@adventcitrusheights.org 

December 18, 2011 

Chorale Service 
8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 

with 

Childrenõs Worship Program 
9:45 AMñ10:30 AM 

 

 

December 24, 2011 

Christmas Eve 
5:00 PM    Family Service 

7:00 PM    Candlelight Service 

11:00 PM    Candlelight Service 
 

 

December 25, 2011 

Christmas Day 
10:00 AM 

Single Service 
 

January 1, 2012 
New Yearõs Day 

10:00 AM 

Single Service 

December 
Supplement 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
Pastor Katy Farewell 

Baptisms 

December 3, 2011 

Womenõs Tea 
1:30 PMñ3:00 PM 

with 

Christi Verity and Lanny Johanek 

 
 

December 14, 2011 
Scandinavian Dinner 

5:30 PM 
 

 

Worship on Wednesday 
Holden Evening Prayer Service 

7:00 PM 



Pastor Olsen  
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Now with the Thanksgiving celebrations behind us, we venture on to the 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ȅŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ 
 
The season of Advent summons us to the beginningτa new beginning.   
Not like starting over, but more like resetting the clocks and calendars of 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǾƛǎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŦǊŀƳŜ ȅŜǘ  
another year for us. 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ 
move through the weeks following, the apprehension turns to more a curious expectancy of 
ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ  hǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ         ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘΣ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǳǎ 

closer to encounter the coming of Christ           
concretely in the struggles and tensions, 
choices and decisions of human living. 
 
Themes of waiting, preparing, and listening 
for the very one who comes into our world, 
our  communities, our lives, bringing a word 
of hope to a weary world and aching hearts. 
 
LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ  
devotional prepared by Luther Seminary 
and  
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary        
entitled:  
ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ±hL/9 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²L[59wb9{{Φέ 

 
ά¢ƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
seems most parched and dry and desolate.         
It whispers peace in the face of war, right in 
the face of wrong.   
It brings glad tidings of a Messiah, born in a     
ǎǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǎ ŦǊŜŜΦέ 
 

That voice of Advent needs someone to listen, someone to prepare the way.  Our calling as 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ LƳƳŀƴǳŜƭτέDƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΗέ   
 
aŀȅ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ 



Linda Jennings 

Janet Werth 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ SCRIP 

A friendly reminder . . . 
 

Sign up for SCRIP 
ƛǘΩǎ Cw99 ŀƴŘ 9!{¸  

(Dorothy does all the work!) 
 

Just show your card when you 
check out and the store will  
ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ǘƻ !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ          
account a percentage of your      
purchase. 
 

Dorothy Slade  916-853-1217 
dotdash@sbcglobal.net Script income July 2011τOctober 2011 $525.66 

Total 2011/2012 Budget        $411,565.00 
 
Budget Year to Date          $107,189.16 
 
Actual YTD Income: 
 As of  October, 2011           $125,123.50 
 
Actual YTD Expenses: 
 As of  October, 2011           $128,424.84 
  
Benevolence Paid to Date         $     4,214.47 
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Christmas Greetings to all, 
 

bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ LΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛŦ LΩƳ 
spending my time appropriately.  As I write this it is Black Friday 
and it seems as if everyone is out getting the best deals they can.   
I even read about someone using pepper spray to keep others 
away so they could be the first to grab that special item!  How sad 
is that?  I enjoy receiving gifts as well as the next person, but 
maybe this person should have put her priorities in better order.   
 

As we head into the Advent season I am reminded that I am to 
WAIT ς to be in anticipation of the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
Maybe I should apply this concept to my shopping as well ς to 
WAIT for the frenzy to die down, to WAIT and be sure the present 
I am selecting will be something the other person will appreciate, 
to WAIT and remember what the Christmas season is all about.   
 

Well, your Church Council is doing that as well ς we are waiting, 
and praying, and anticipating not only the upcoming birth but also 
contemplating the next direction for Advent Lutheran Church.   
 

At our last council meeting we spent some time discussing        
options for staffing.  Our plan is to do a lot of soul searching,  
research various options, monitor the finances ς and did I   
mention prayer? ς before we make any recommendations.   
 
So, while we are busy preparing for Christmas and beyond, please 
keep your council and the church in your prayers, and let us  
continue to WAIT to see what the future has in store. 

mailto:dotdash@sbcglobal.net


Council Member, 
Jon Schedler is our 
Stewardship chair. 
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Thank you to All!  Our Stewardship Campaign was a success! 
 

As I write this we are still collecting all of our traveling bags and will be tabulating the results 
of the Time and Talent forms in the coming weeks.  Stay tuned . . . Good news to followτwe 

always have The Good News to follow . . .  
 
 May your Advent season of watching and waiting be inspired by the hope   
 ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ    
 

Christmas blessings to all, 
Jon Schedler 

Blessed Christmas Wishes to Youτ
Now Share it! 

 

We have just finished focusing on our 
blessings and what we are thankful for at 

our Thanksgiving festivities.  Now we find ourselves thrust into the  
busyness of the Christmas Season! 
 

Can you take a moment to share with others what we have found at  
Advent?   
 

 ά[ƛƪŜέ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ Φ Φ Φ  
  Give away the bulletin page of Christmas at Advent events . . .  
   Invite someone to attend with you . . . 

 

Share the Good News along with the joy of the season! 



WEDNESDAY NIGHT  
 

7:00 pm  
Worship with Communion 

 

JOIN US FOR: 
 

Dinner 
5.30 pm 

 

Educational Activities for 
pre-K to Adult 

6:15 pmτ7:00 pm 

5 

ADVENT SEASON WORSHIP 
will be the   

 

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER 
SERVICE 

 
This beautiful service will inspire you. 
Get in the true Christmas spirit each 

Wednesday night in December. 
 

Watch and Wait 
 

Everyone is welcome! 

Greek Orthodox church painting 



TEACHER:     
George Washington not only chopped down his father's 
cherry tree, but he also admitted to it.  Now, Louie, do 
you know why his father didn't punish him? 
 

LOUIS:    
Because George still had the axe in his hand . . . ?    

BRITTANY (age 4) had an ear ache and wanted a pain 
killer. She tried in vain to take the lid off the bottle.  
Seeing her frustration, her Mom explained it was a child
-proof cap and she'd have to open it for her. Eyes wide 
ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭ ŀǎƪŜŘΥ άIƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘϥǎ 
ƳŜΚέ 

TEACHER:     
Maria, go to the map and find North America. 
 

MARIA: 
Here it  is.  
 

TEACHER: 
Correct.  Now class, who discovered America? 
 

CLASS:  Maria.  

When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would 
bless every family member, every friend, and every animal 
(current and past).  For several weeks, after we had finished  

the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all girls." This conclusion soon became part of her nightly 
routine. My curiosity got the best of me and I asked her, "Kelli, why do you always add the part 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƎƛǊƭǎΚϦ IŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ Ϧ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά!ƭƭ 
aŜƴέΗ 

When hunting trips go bad. 
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https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10150313765828303&set=a.10150097508983303.274727.9171233302&type=1&ref=nf


Cornelia Chancellor 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 

 

Meets 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm 
in the Friendship Hall.  

All are welcome!  
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Sunday, December 18 
9:45 am 

Sanctuary 
 

Come join us for this presentation of 
two views of the nativity . . .  

 

ά! bŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ tƭŀȅ-ƭŜǘέ 
(audience participation - everyone can be part of the story) 

and 

ά.ŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŀƎŜŀƴǘέ 
(a behind the scenes look at preparing 

for a Christmas presentation) 
 

Refreshments will be served after the program. 
 

Please join us for our celebration of the Christmas story! 

 
During the month of December we'll be celebrating the Sundays of Advent (the season, not the church) during 
our Sunday School hour.   
 
Come join us as we explore the meaning of Advent through games, crafts, storytelling, music and much more.   
 
See what the new, revised Sunday School is all about this year! 

Coming Attractions 
 

On Sundays in January we will be 
studying Exodus, including the 
plagues, the Red Sea and baby 
Moses. 
 

On Wednesdays our focus will be on 
Hannah & Samuel, Daniel & the lions, 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
 

All are Welcomeτ5ƻƴΩǘ aƛǎǎ hǳǘΗ 
 

OLD LAPTOPS 
IŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƭŀǇǘƻǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ          

program?  Please see Cornelia Chancellor or Karyl Cimini.  Thank you! 



As stated in the ELCA Social Statement on  

"Our Calling in Education"  

 

Education belongs to our baptismal vocation.   Our particular 
calling in education is two - fold:   to educate people in the 
Christian faith for their vocation and to strive with others to 
ensure that all have access to high - quality education that  
develops personal gifts and abilities and serves the common 
good. This calling embraces all people in both Church and  
society.  

    

The calling of Lutherans and of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in education 
is closely tied to a Lutheran understanding of vocation.   While many understand vocation 
as a  
job or career or as the call to be a pastor or priest, Lutherans understand vocation as a  
calling from God that encompasses all of life for all the faithful.    

 

Join us for Adult Ed 2012!  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭƭȅ aŎ!ƭƭƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
Facebook page. Cool! 

We may be different but we 
all have gifts from God. 

December - ABC Book Club will not meet in December. 
 
January 17 - A Dog's Purpose, W. Bruce Cameron 
 

More than just another charming dog story, this one is heartwarming, insightful, and often hilarious.  The  
remarkable tale comes from the dog's commentary and involves his search for purpose in lifeτas he is being 
reborn several times. Told from the dog's point of view, we learn of puppy mills, police dogs, and certainly, 
most significantly, of the incredible and unbreakable bonds between man and man's best friend.  You should 
quickly fetch a copy of "A Dog's Purpose".  
 
February 21 - Year of Wonders, Geraldine Brooks 
 

When an infected bolt of cloth carries plague from London to an isolated English village in the year 1666, a 
housemaid named Anna Firth emerges as an unlikely heroine and healer. As death reaches into every house-
hold, Anna must find the strength to confront the disintegration of her community and the lure of illicit love. 
!ǎ ǎƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿΣ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŎŀǘŀǎǘǊƻǇƘŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ άŀƴƴǳǎ ƳƛǊŀōƛƭƛǎέΣ ŀ ϦȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
wonders". Year of wonders is a richly detailed evocation of a singular moment in history; it is a fascinating 
and engaging story. 
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Jewel Kade Fundraiser  
 

Thank you to Laura Schedler for her hard work at the Jewel Kade 
fundraiser and to everyone that came out to purchase jewelry to  
support the youth. 
 
Funds raised will help toward the cost of our youth going to the  
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July 2012.   

Lots of fun as the group 
plays volley-bat at our 
monthly youth group  
meeting. 

MONEY ENVELOPES 

We are currently fundraising in the narthex! 
Please stop by and pick an envelope! 

Your donations will help send our youth to New Orleans next summer.  
 

THANK YOU! 
PSτ!ǎƪ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŜŜΩǎ /ŀƴŘȅΗ 

 
Our next monthly youth group meeting will be December 11th from 1-3 pm. 

We hope to see you at these events ς Y�·AL are welcome! 


